
To promote entrepreneurship, spur 
creative thinking, and encourage 

students to start a business.

Est. 2007

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Goal was to preserve/promote the spirit of entrepreneurship, on which our state was built, frontiersman first entrepreneurs, eship key to rural success, 



The BIG Idea Competition

• Business idea competition for high school students
• A 1,075-word description of a business idea
• Specialty Category awards for Agriculture Innovation, 

Wellness, Hometown Business and Makers ideas. 
• Over $60,000 in scholarships and cash prizes awarded

Competition opens 

September 1, 2024 

www.BIGideaSD.com



BIG IDEA COMPETITION PROCESS

Entries Submitted – Sept. 1 to Oct. 31

Online Judging – early November

Virtual Final 
Competition - Dec. 10

In Person Final 
Competition - Dec. 11

Over $50,000 in 
prizes awarded!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
High Schoolers, grades 9-12

1000 words on concept, product/service, competition, market, operations

Can be used a spring board for other competitions, Giant Vision, CTE events,

  3 judges for each entry – 1-2  hrs of time, done online, judges across SD, in various states and overseas, use university students, 

Finalist students make verbal presentations, meet with mentors, here from speakers, receive awards




BIG IDEA 
BY THE NUMBERS

BIG IDEA Participation History
2023 Since Inception

Entries 365 3770

Students 443 5193

Schools 76 173

Specialty Category (4) 
Entries 287 1,077

Presenter
Presentation Notes
New schools every year, growth every year for 1st 10 years
2016 largest year so far – 303 entries/ 40 schools
2009 Marketing Design
2016 - 2023 Wellness
2018 - 2019 Food Animal Ag
2019 Ag Innovation
2022 Hometown Business, virtual competition
2023 Makers Award




“…this competition is top notch, extremely well 
run, rewarding & fun.  The prize money is a real 

plus, but what students learn on the business end 
of things is so vital to their future.”

Over 60% of students are 
more interested in starting 
a business after 
participating in BIG Idea

“I learned that 
explaining your ideas to 
others can help you 
understand your own 
business vision better.” 

WHY?  Students get experience in preparing a 
business concept and understanding the 

aspects of starting a business. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*over 60% say they have an increased interest in owning their own business;
   *Key learning includes – how much more involved it is to start a business, need for a plan is important




STEPS to ENTER

• Create Advisor Profile & Student Profiles 
(October 24th deadline)

• Complete Application Form 

• Complete Survey at Submission (October 
31)

• Await Results in Mid-November! 



APPLICATION SECTIONS

• Introductory Questions (business name, 
industry, special category, business status)

• Business Idea (1,075 words max) 

• Inspiration and Sources (share inspiration for 
the idea and sources used)

• Elevator Pitch (direct access link)

• Plagiarism Disclaimer & Survey



BUSINESS IDEA SECTIONS

• Concept Overview (25-75 words)

• Product or Service (100-250 words)

• Marketing Opportunity (100-250 words)

• Competition (100-250 words)

• Management and Operations (100-250 words)



ELEVATOR PITCH

NEW! Elevator Pitch Video (30-60 sec.)
• Students create a video elevator pitch on platform of choice.
• Submit an URL (direct access link) for the video in the entry form. 
• Video available to Round 1 judges for overall judging (not judged 

separately).
Criteria:
• Describes the product, the problem it solves, and the solution it 

provides.
• Identifies the target market and why the product is a fit for them.
• Product name is engaging, memorable, and effectively 

communicates the purpose.
• Presentation is polished and highly engaging throughout.



ELEVATOR PITCH TIPS 

• Encourage students to 
share their passion for the 
idea! 

• Video should be a one take 
recording (no editing).

• Choose a common format 
so judges will be able to 
open the file (.mp4, .wav) 
from the direct access link 
you provide. 

ELEVATOR PITCH TIPS

Tips for 
sharing video 
found here
HOW TO 
VIDEO!
Elevator 
pitches from 
past finalists 
found here!

https://youtu.be/EijeTuZ_6wU
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLa5FQ4tLWPni9J04rvm1srXygf1AQ1SLP


RESOURCES 
FOR 

ADVISORS!



TEACHING CONSIDERATIONS
• Educational Standards that 

Apply – Entrepreneurial Skills and 
Experience

• Team Size (1-3 students)
• Offer Credit or Incentives
• In Class/Required or On Their 

Own/Optional
• Proper language use is 

judged
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Kelly,
Thanks for the note. I am still advising the Innovation Club. They have great leadership this year. I am sure they would be in a position to help with the judging again this year. I have copied Justin and John on this email.  I hope to make it to the Big Idea competition this year if you are having it in person. I may also be wearing two hats; one for Mines and one for Giant Vision. The committee for Giant Vision wants to work harder to get your students interested in the Giant Vision competition. 
Best,
Joseph
605-877-1987
 
From: Kelly Weaver <kelly@growsd.org> �Sent: Monday, August 30, 2021 9:57 AM�To: Wright, Joseph T. <Joseph.Wright@sdsmt.edu>�Subject: [EXT] FW: Student Judges for 2021 BIG Idea Competition
 
    *** This email is from an EXTERNAL sender. Use CAUTION before opening attachments or clicking links.***
Hi Joseph,
 
I just wanted to check in with any ideas/contacts for student judging at SDSMT.  Are you still advising the ICE student group?  Is there a student leader within that group I should reach out to?  Any new curriculum developments in the last couple years that might have led to a class that is a fit for judging?  Appreciate any insight you can offer.  Hope all is set for a new year at Mines and that you and your family are well.  As always, we appreciate your support! Thanks!
 
Kelly Weaver
SBDC Regional Director
605-698-7654 x144
 
From: Kelly Weaver �Sent: Wednesday, August 25, 2021 5:06 PM�To: Aron Spencer (A.Spencer@usd.edu) <A.Spencer@usd.edu>; Brenda Merkel <Brenda.Merkel@presentation.edu>; daniel.shannahan@northern.edu; Deb Tech (deb.tech@dsu.edu) <deb.tech@dsu.edu>; Goldammer, Diana (Diana.Goldammer@dwu.edu) <Diana.Goldammer@dwu.edu>; Henderson, Amber M <Amber.Henderson@northern.edu>; Jeff Wehrung (Jeffrey.Wehrung@bhsu.edu) <Jeffrey.Wehrung@bhsu.edu>; Melissa.Meidinger@lakeareatech.edu; rhpole@dwu.edu; Roach, Michael (michael.roach@dsu.edu) <michael.roach@dsu.edu>; scott.peterson@northern.edu; Silvernagel, Craig <craig.silvernagel@sdstate.edu>; timw@sdei.org; Tom Mulholland (Tom.Mulholland@kaeareatech.edu) <Tom.Mulholland@kaeareatech.edu>; Wright, Joseph T. <Joseph.Wright@sdsmt.edu>�Cc: Kendra Hinz (sbdc@growsd.org) <sbdc@growsd.org>�Subject: Student Judges for 2021 BIG Idea Competition
 
Hi all - 
I hope your fall is off to a great start as we try to recover some sense of ‘normal’.   It is, of course, the time of year when the BIG Idea Competition opens to high school students across the state and we are reaching out to request your help and that of your students in judging BIG Idea entries.  I hope the BIG Idea Competition is still in your plans.  As an online competition with online judging, we are hopeful that BIG Idea fits well into any instructional design. Your role is crucial to the success of the judging process, and your students benefit from an enjoyable learning experience as well. 
 
Judging will occur in early November.  Please respond by Monday, September 13 with your intent to participate along with:
What days/time your class(es) meets, and
Estimated number of students in each class(es).
 
Ideally, the in-class judging would take place November 2nd or 4th for T/Th classes and November 3rd or 5th for MWF classes.  This schedule will allow time to reassign any unjudged entries.  Overall judging will close by Tuesday, November 9.  
 
If you know of colleagues or others who would also like to participate (either as individuals or as a class project), please send me their contact info or have them contact me.  Participation in this program has consistently generated 250-300 entries so we are always looking to expand our judging base! As the saying goes, many hands make light work!
We sincerely appreciate those of you who have assisted in the past and look forward to adding new instructors, students and institutions to our judging team!
 
 
Next Steps
As in the past, we will need the students’ emails and names to create each student’s account for the online judging.  If you are having more than one class participate, please send the emails by class as we will organize our list by School/Professor/Section.  The student contact information can be provided at anytime, but preferably no later than Friday, October 1.   
 
IMPORTANT BIG IDEA DATES
Confirm Involvement – September 13
Send Student List – October 1
Competition Deadline - October 31
Judging Period – November 2 – 9
Final Event - Wednesday, December 8 
 




HEAR FROM THE EXPERT!
• Brenda Merkel -

former High School
teacher, current judge 
and committee member



Questions?

• Review Resources
– Lesson Plan
– FAQ’s
– Guidelines/Rules/Rubrics

• Setup Advisor & Student Accounts by Oct. 24 

• Deadline Oct. 31

NEXT STEPS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Please respond by Monday, September 12 with your intent to participate along with:
What days/time your class(es) meets, and
Estimated number of students in each class(es).

SEND students’ emails and names to create each student’s account.  If more than one class participating, send the emails by class  by  Monday, October 3.     Duplicate students 
 
Ideally  judging dates: November 3rd for T/Th classes and November 2nd or 4th for MWF classes.  This schedule will allow time to reassign any unjudged entries. 
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Presentation Notes
Student pitches, orientation, will include some with 1MC



To promote entrepreneurship, spur 
creative thinking, and encourage 

students to start a business.

2007-2024
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