
 2025 BIG Idea Competition Finalists, Category Winners and Honorable Mentions

Business Name Team Members School Name Advisor

1st: Dakota Detailing
Dean Castellano               

Bennett Woolverton
Warner High School Pam Lane

2nd: Bloom Brynn Kindelspire Tri-Valley High School Tracy Vogt

3rd: Sizzle Shakk
Max Lauseng, Chris McCormick, 

Kolbe Mohling
Watertown High School Tom Lenox

Pretty Paws Staycation
Macee McGregor                       
Bentley Miotke

Webster High School Jessica McGregor

Shearing Excellence Elyana Roach
Aberdeen Roncalli High 

School 
Michelle O'Keefe

Set + Play Rylan Huggett Webster High School Jessica McGregor

The Hair Lair Ashley  Bubacz Watertown High School Tom Lenox

B's Bouquets Bella Unser Ipswich High School Chad Richardt

1st: Naturista - Planet 
and Health Friendly 

Coffee Pods
Aditya Herekar, Karan Verma

John P. Stevens High 
School (NJ) & Liberty High 

School (TX)
Independent Study 

2nd: WheyMaker Ayush Dadgale, Hasini Manne
Brookfield East High 

School (WI)
Independent Study 

3rd: EcoGrid Taylen Li, Mason Hu, Hugo Ho
Winston Churchill High 

School (MD) 
Independent Study 

Psyche Aadi Raut, Zihaan Wang
Green Hope High School 

(NC)
Independent Study 

Nourishly
Karthik Pasupuleti, Nitish 

Nattudurai
American High School 

(CA)
Independent Study

SignaLink Arnav Rajeev McNeil High School (TX) Independent Study 

Pulse+ Rithu Kannan
Independence High School 

(TX)
Independent Study 

PrepHeart Shalmi Sen, Shresta Dadani Coppell High School (TX) Independent Study 

FINALISTS (In-State/In Person)

FINALISTS (Out-of-State/Virtual)
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NeuroGrip
Pranav Srinivasan,         Nishchal 

Talugula
Edison High School (NJ) Independent Study

Boekelheide Airborne 
Mosquito Spraying

Ty Boekelheide Northwestern High School
Alexz Peterson-

Smith

Pretty Paws 
Staycation

Macee McGregor, Bentley 
Miotke

Webster High School Jessica McGregor

EV Evolution Zander Harry Groton High School Eric Swenson

Dakota Detailing
Dean Castellano               

Bennett Woolverton
Warner High School Pam Lane

Euphoria
Deon Yesudas,  Siddartha 
Kodithyala, Sriyan Bodla

Emerson High School (TX) Independent Study 

Dorado Logan Craig
Coronado High School 

(CA)
Independent Study 

Bite Balance Riddhi Singhvi
Stillwater Area High 

School (MN)
Independent Study 

Prodigy Playmobile Ashtyn Hatlewick Leola High School Trevor Van Tilburg

NeuroGrip
Pranav Srinivasan, Nishchal 

Talugula
Edison High School (NJ) Independent Study 

HOMETOWN BUSINESS CATEGORY WINNER

Winner of both the Recorded Pitch and the Live Pitch awards.

HONORABLE MENTION ENTRIES

WELLNESS CATEGORY WINNER

Sponsored by Independent Health Solutions

Sponsored by Dakota Plains Commercial Real Estate

MAKERS CATEGORY WINNER

Sponsored by Blackout Industries

ELEVATOR PITCH VIDEO WINNER

Sponsored by SD Retailers Association

AG INNOVATION CATEGORY WINNER

Sponsored by SD Agriculture Foundation
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Grandma's Pantry Lila Johnson Northwestern High School 
Alexz Peterson-

Smith

Double Time Amelia Squier, Avaril Squier Dakota Valley High School Justine Sponder

Kenny Boy Ice Cream Kenny Tsuru Pearl City High School (HI) Independent Study 

HS Golf Academy Harper Schnabel
Aberdeen Roncalli High 

School 
Michelle O'Keefe

Sweet Spot Hotel
Teague Teeslink, Owen Hunter, 

Christian Antezana
Huron High School Michael Carda

TaskWay Siya Jain
Cedar Valley High School 

(UT)
Independent Study 

Pickells Trucking Colt Pickell Leola High School Trevor Van Tilburg
Crissman Core 

Learning
Natalie Crissman Ipswich High School Chad Richardt

Wildcat Lounge Taylor Vetter Northwestern High School 
Alexz Peterson-

Smith

ReVive Kayden Samuel
Forest Grove High School 

(OR)
Independent Study 

Optix Pranav Gadde
Illinois Mathematics & 
Science Academy (IL)

Steve Goldblatt

StudEbuddy Jeffrey Cha CL Academy (CA) Jackson Thiesfeldt

CollabZ Aditi Sharma, Naaisha Agarwal Andover High School (MA) Independent Study 

Team Fresh Meals Briggs Conn Groton High School Eric Swenson

The Pond Abigail Schnell Northwestern High School 
Alexz Peterson-

Smith

605 Athletics Maddy May
Aberdeen Roncalli High 

School 
Michelle O'Keefe

Kiesz Window Tinting Cody Kiesz
Aberdeen Central High 

School 
Independent Study 

SomaCool
Neha Santhosh, Srinidhi 

Punnam
BASIS Chandler (AZ) Independent Study 

MouseBounce Cole Wilson
Sanborn Central High 

School
Kayla Olson-
VanWinkle

Ha1r 4 All Chisom Nduanya Dakota Valley High School Justine Sponder

Duality Cafe Samantha Thelen Northwestern High School 
Alexz Peterson-

Smith
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TVT BBQ Tayler Vetter Leola High School Trevor Van Tilburg

Mistix
Vishnu Manikandan, Kevin Ji, 

Ruhaan Singh
Archbishop Mitty High 

School (CA)
Brenda  Welles

Sol y Sazon Mairelix Perez-Perez Leola High School Trevor Van Tilburg

Big Gym Treyton  Becker Watertown High School Tom Lenox

Dust & Dazzle Madisyn Gellhaus Ipswich High School Chad Richardt

Pause Harrison Qian The Nueva School (CA) Independent Study 

Dog Finder Lucia Chung, Elizabeth Cho CL Academy (CA) Jackson Thiesfeldt

Vibrant Visions Chesnie Heim Northwestern High School 
Alexz Peterson-

Smith

Saige Layne Jibben
Pierre T.F. Riggs High 

School 
Alexis Terwilliger

GenericGame 
Company

Anthony Wright Florence High School Nathan Russell

Virtual Home George Rapp
Pierre T.F. Riggs High 

School 
Alexis Terwilliger

Brushing Boats For 
You

Hanson Jacobson Dakota Valley High School Justine Sponder

The Wellness Wagon Layla Grann Tri-Valley High School Tracy Vogt

FootPrints Ananya Appadwedula Hamilton High School (WI) Independent Study 

Dermisolve Naisha Goel, Mia Bharam
Bergen County Academies 

(NJ)
Independent Study 

Food is Fuel T.C. Schuster Groton High School Eric Swenson

Virtual Time capsule 
program

Asna Luqman Dakota Valley High School Justine Sponder

Law Bridge Annie Lin Leesville High School (LA) Independent Study 

Clean Cut Greens Noah Harrison
Aberdeen Central High 

School 
Alexander 
Bellefeuille

Dusty Decoys Dustin Garvey, Wilkes Flatten Watertown High School Tom Lenox

HydroFill Troy Yoo CL Academy (CA) Jackson Thiesfeldt

SD Hunt Business
Myles Woodward, Tristin 
Williams, Xander Heuer

Custer High School Alexa Winkler

Acree Mobile Auto-
Repair

Tucker Acree Webster High School Jessica McGregor
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Custer Quest Rentals 

Business
Rachel Adams, Evelyn Garcia Custer High School Alexa Winkler

Nautis Bhaskar Jha Emerson High School (TX) Independent Study 

CoZiflip Roxanna Aguirre
Aberdeen Roncalli High 

School 
Michelle O'Keefe

Get It Handled Kale Knudson
Mobridge-Pollock High 

School 
Stephen Hettick

Nature's Note
Sanjay  Chellamuthu, Anay 

Goyal, Mahit Kapugorla
Emerson High School (TX) Independent Study 

EAL Shadow
Lah Noe, Ethan Grimes, 

Andrew Htoo
Huron High School Michael Carda

ResQ
Parnika Amrute, Anugraha 

Anandh
Lebanon Trail High School 

(TX)
Independent Study 

Apex View Blinds John Bisbee Groton High School Eric Swenson

Cuts'N'Creations Savanna Schmitz Northwestern High School 
Alexz Peterson-

Smith

EV Evolution Zander Harry Groton High School Eric Swenson

Safety Ledge Gabriella Collins Hoven High School Cassie Lingle

Casa del Sabor Jonathan Gonzalez-Orellana Huron High School Michael Carda

DepScope: Battling 
the Mental Health 

Crisis
Santosh Patapati

Panther Creek High School 
(TX)

Independent Study 

Lava Java Rianna  Eads Tri-Valley High School Tracy Vogt

Eureka Brew Cafe Giovana  Prado Eureka High School Karen Mettler

UnderWraps Ryan Ramu Boston Latin School (MA) Independent Study 

Service Calls Elijah Stugelmeyer
Frederick Area High 

School 
Jackie Kessler

Eureka Bakery Shelby Bertsch, Adalia Hall Eureka High School Karen Mettler

CK Bakes Cora Krueger Redfield High School Tommy Gregg

The Crossroads Barn
Kelsey  VanderLinden, Kala 

Kwasniewski
Webster High School Jessica McGregor

FlexSit Emmy Huang
Vista Ridge High School 

(TX)
Independent Study 

Frameless Eye Care Veronica Kistner, Mallory Riibe Dakota Valley High School Justine Sponder

Studio Walks Quietly Adrian Walks Quietly McIntosh High School Independent Study 
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